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THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OP TERMS USED 
I INTRODUCTION 
For s e v e r a l  decades  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  many young people  
t o  complete h igh  school ,  even though they  have t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  do  so ,  h a s  caused concern among educa to r s  and p a r e n t s  
i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  I t  i s  of concern because t h e  f u t u r e  
o f  t h e  n a t i o n  as w e l l  as t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  damaged when a 
boy o r  g i r l  i s  no t  educated t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  of h i s  
c a p a c i t y ,  Today i t  i s  recognized t h a t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  more 
e d u c a t i o n  is  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n  t o  t a k e  
an i n t e l l i g e n t  and r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t  i n  t h e  complex a f f a i r s  
o f  ou r  democra t ic  s o c i e t y .  The drop-out h a s  f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  
advantage o f  a v a i l a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  deve lop  h i s  optimum 
p o t e n t i a l ,  1 
The Uni ted S t a t e s  has  committed i t s e l f  t o  p u b l i c  
educa t ion  through t h e  secondary school  y e a r s  f o r  a l l  edu- 
c a b l e  youth,  A s  t h i s  goa l  has  never been met, s c h o o l s  must 
con t inue  sea rch ing  f o r  ways i n  which they  may encourage a  
g r e a t e r  percen tage  of s t u d e n t s  t o  complete fou r  y e a r s  of  
'L. A. VanDyke and K. B. Hoyt, The Dro Out Problem 
i n  Iowa H i  h  Schools,  Iowa S t a t e  Departmen 
-s t r u c t i o T i ; g T g v I .  d - m ~ i c  In-
2 
secondary school ing,  1 
Those who have inves t iga ted  e a r l y  school  l eav ing  w e  
agreed t h a t  i ts  causes  a r e  va r i ed  and complex. Many k inds  
of  s t u d i e s  have been made on t h e  assumption t h a t  t h e  number 
of drop-outs  could be g r e a t l y  reduced i f  i t  were once learned  
why boys and g i r l s  l eave  school  before  high school  gradua- 
t i o n .  l3ducators i n  each school  system need t o  s tudy t h e  
problem as  i t  a f f e c t s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  a r e a  i f  e f f e c t i v e  
measures are t o  be developed t o  reduce t h e  dropout r a t e  t o  a 
minimum, 
P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy s t a t e d  t h e  dropout problem profound- 
l y  i n  h i s  1963 S t a t e  of t h e  Union message t o  Congress when 
he  s a i d :  
The f u t u r e  of any country which is dependent on t h e  w i l l  
and wisdom of  i t s  c i t i z e n s  is damaged, and i r r e p a r a b l y  
damaged, whenever any o f  i t s  ch i ld ren  is n o t  educated t o  
t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  capac i ty  from grade school  
through graduate  school ,  Today an es t imated  four  ou t  of  
every t e n  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  f i f t h  grade w i l l  not  f i n i s h  
high school--and t h a t  is  a waste we  cannot a f f o r d O 2  
Many s t u d i e s  and re sea rch  p r o j e c t s  have been conducted 
i n  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  of  t h e  country t o  provide informat ion  on t h e  
dropout problem, Ind iv idua l  school d i s t r i c t s  have run t h e i r  
own s t u d i e s  wi th  r e s u l t s  repor ted  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and 
t e a c h e r s  of t h e i r  d i s t r i c t ,  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
2 ~ a n i a l  Schre iber ,  - The School Dro out  (Washington, 
Do C.: Nat ional  Fducation Association*, Dedication. 
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t h e  s t u d i e s  would be s u f f i c i e n t l y  v a l i d  t o  p rov ide  a basis 
f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  dropouts  and t o  i n i t i a t e  c u t r i -  
culum changes a s  w e l l  as o t h e r  changes which would i n c r e a s e  
the ho ld ing  power of t h e  school,  
S ta tement  of t h e  problem. S ince  t h e  West D e s  Moines 
.. .. --
Community School D i s t r i c t  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  
of youngs t e r s  t o  f i n i s h  school  has  been a problem, T h i s  
problem of d ropou t s  is o f  concern t o  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and t h e  school  board as well as t h e  community 
o f  West Des Moines, T h i s  problem cont inues  t o  widen i n  scope 
w i t h  time r a t h e r  than diminish,  
The West Des Moines Community School D i s t r i c t  o f f e r s  
adequa te  curr iculum f o r  i ts s t u d e n t s  w i th  many academic ave- 
nues  open and a v a i l a b l e  t o  s tuden t s ,  Y e t ,  each yea r  a t  
g r a d u a t i o n ,  o f f i c i a l  school  records  show approximately one 
o u t  o f  every t h i r t y  s t u d e n t s  s t a r t i n g  s e n i o r  h igh  i s  no 
l o n g e r  i n  a t tendance .  Concern i n  t h i s  ma t t e r  is f e l t  n o t  
on ly  f o r  t h e s e  youngs te rs ,  bu t  f o r  t h e  c i t y  of West Des Moines, 
t h e  s t a t e  of Iowa, and t h e  n a t i o n  as a whole, 
I t  is  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  endeavor t o  f i n d  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c t o r s  
o r  causes  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s tuden t  popula t ion  who drop ou t  i n  
t h e  West Des Moines Community School District .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o f  p e r s o n a l  d a t a  w i l l  be made t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  are any 
4 
similari t ies t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  have i n  common which could  
p o s s i b l y  have caused them t o  l e a v e  school  b e f o r e  graduat ion.  
Purpose of t h e  study.  The r e sea rch  was conducted t o  
p r o v i d e  in fo rma t ion  on t h e  dropout problem i n  t h e  West Des 
Moines Community School District f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and 
t e a c h e r s  of  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  It was be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  
of t h e  s tudy  would be s u f f i c i e n t l y  v a l i d  t o  p rov ide  a basis 
f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  d ropouts  and t o  i n i t i a t e  c u r r i -  
culum changes which would i n c r e a s e  t h e  holding power o f  t h e  
school ,  
Val ley  High School is  a  r a p i d l y  growing suburban 
h i g h  school .  I t  o f f e r s  a wide and v a r i e d  curr iculum,  b u t  
one which i s  geared b a s i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e  bound s tuden t .  
Most s t u d e n t s  come from an above average socio-  
economic group, According t o  t h e  counse lors '  y e a r l y  col-  
l e g e  a t t endance  r e p o r t ,  approximately e i g h t y  t o  e i g h t y - f i v e  
per c e n t  of  t h e  g radua t ing  s e n i o r s  each year  beg in  c o l l e g e  
t h e  fo l lowing  f a l l .  
Adul t s  i n  t h e  c i t y  of West Des Moines, i n  which 
Va l l ey  High School i s  l o c a t e d ,  have one of t h e  h i g h e s t  edu- 
c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  and h i g h e s t  income p e r  c a p i t a  l e v e l s  i n  
Iowa as shown i n  t h e  most r ecen t  s t a t i s t i c s  by t h e  Iowa 
Census Bureau. 
Val ley  High Schoolt  s enrollment h a s  i n c r e a s e d  from 
627 s t u d e n t s  beginning t h e  1962 school  year  t o  883 a t  t h e  
5 
start  of t h e  1964 school year. These f i g u r e s  a r e  based on 
o f f i c i a l  school  records f o r  grades t e n ,  e leven,  and twelve. 
Importance of t h e  s tudy.  I n  a  democracy, t h e  educa- 
--
t i o n  of an ind iv idua l  is  thought o f  as a  duty  r a t h e r  than  a 
p r i v i l e g e  because t h e  chief  goal  of t h e  school i s  t h e  o p t i -  
1 
mum development of a l l  i nd iv idua l s ,  Today t h e  na t ion  is  
faced with a shor tage  of competent manpower a s  more than  
t h i r t y  p e r  cent  of t h e  s tuden t s  throughout t h e  country who 
e n t e r  high school drop out  before completing t h e i r  second- 
2 
a r y  education. This  shor tage  revea l s  a  need t o  seek work- 
a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  dropout problem, 
The a t t i t u d e s  and educat ional  values of t h e  community 
have a d i r e c t  inf luence  on t h e  development of l o c a l  school 
systems, A s  community support i s  such an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of 
t h e  educa t iona l  system, t h e  dropouts  who become t h e  c i t i z e n s  
of tomorrow may adversely a f f e c t  education development. 
They may f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  support  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which 
they  f e l t  were of l i t t l e  value t o  them i n  t h e i r  own devel- 
opment, I f  t h e  educat ional  system i s  t o  meet t h e  needs of 
 usse sell N. Cassel  and Jack Coleman, "A C r i t i c a l  
Examination of t h e  School Dropout, Reluctant Learner, and 
Abler Non-College Student Problem," The B u l l e t i n  of the 
National  Associat ion - of Secondary SCE~ ~ r i n c i p a l s , ~ ~  
I ~ o v e m b e r ,  1962), 60. 
2 ~ d i t h  G, Neisser , School Fa i lures  - and Dropouts, 
P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Pamphlet, N-346, 2. 
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t h e  na t ion ,  t h e  p u b l i c  schools  must be supported by each 
and every  c i t i z e n ;  t he re fo re ,  s choo l s  must be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  reducing t h e  dropout r a t e .  1 
The r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  job market f o r  t h e  high school  
dropout  a r e  bleak.  Dramatic s h i f t s  i n  i n d u s t r y  are t a k i n g  
p l a c e  and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  complexity of t h e  s k i l l s  needed 
h a s  forced  employers t o  r a i s e  educa t iona l  requirements.  
IJnder t h e  impact of automation and t echno log ica l  change, 
t h e  number and type of job o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h igh  
schoo l  dropouts  a r e  r a p i d l y  dec l in ing .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  
t h e  h igh  school  dropout can expect t o  earn  less t h a n  t h e  
g radua te ,  exper ience  unemployment more o f t e n ,  and when e m -  
ployed work i n  a  lower - sk i l l  category,  2 
As f a c t o r s  which might a f f e c t  school t enure  may be 
e v i d e n t  throughout t h e  s tuden t s1  school  l i v e s ,  i d e n t i f i c a -  
t i o n  of  p o t e n t i a l  drop-outs needs t o  be made a s  e a r l y  as 
p o s s i b l e .  Fac tors  unknown t o  t e a c h e r s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
have played a  major r o l e  i n  many drop-out cases .  An aware- 
n e s s  of some of  t h e  symptoms of personal  f a i l u r e  and unhap- 
p i n e s s  exh ib i t ed  by youngsters  who l eave  school  might save 
many s t u d e n t s  from t h e  drop-out rou te ,  
' ~ a t i o n a l  Education ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  Hi h-School Drop- 
- 
rp- 
o u t s  (Discussion Pamphlet. Washington: h a t ~ o E d u c a t l o n  
Assoc ia t ion ,  1959), 1. 
211erbert Bienstock,  R e a l i t i e s  of t h e  *T?b Market - f o r  
t h e  H i  h  School Dropout, ~ e g i o n a l  ~ i r e c t o r  United S t a t e s  De- 
-- m O r - I 3 u r e a u  of  Labor S t a t i s t i c s ,  hlay 5, 1963, 1. partmen 
111. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
There  were c e r t a i n  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  t h i s  s tudy  due  t o  
t h e  inadequacy o f  t h e  cumulative s choo l  records .  
Cumulative school  record.  The s tudy  of age a t  t h e  
time o f  dropping ou t  o f  school  was no t  recorded i n  t h i s  
s t u d y  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was never recorded i n  t h e  cu- 
mu la t ive  f o l d e r  a t  t h e  time t h e  s tuden t  dropped ou t .  
I V .  DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 
Dropout. For t h e  purpose of  t h i s  s tudy ,  a "dropoutf1 
w a s  d e f i n e d  a s  a s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  West D e s  Moines Community 
School  D i s t r i c t  between grades  t e n  and twelve  who l e a v e s  
s c h o o l  f o r  any reason except  dea th ,  b e f o r e  g r a d u a t i o n  o r  
complet ion o f  h i s  program of s t u d i e s  and without  t r a n s f e r -  
r i n g  t o  ano the r  school. 
Curriculum. s curriculum" i n c l u d e s  t h e  expe r i ences  
and a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  which t h e  West Des Moines Community S c l ~ o o l  
D i s t r i c t  a c c e p t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
Holding power. Holding power is  t h e  a b i l i t y  o r  i n -  
a b i l i t y  of t h e  school  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  s t u d e n t s  u n t i l  they  have 
completed t h r e e  y e a r s  of  secondary schooling.  
1 0 t h  g r a d e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Any st i tdent  who has  
-
ea rned  a minimum of  e i g h t  semester  c r e d i t s  and fewer t h a n  
8 
s i x t e e n  semester  c r e d i t s  is  designated a s  having 1 0 t h  grade  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  
1 1 t h  g rade  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Any s tudent  who has  -
earned a minimum o f  s i x t e e n  semester c r e d i t s  and fewer than 
twenty-four semester c r e d i t s  i s  designated a s  having 11th  
grade  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  
1 2 t h  grade c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Any s tudent  who has 
-
earned a  minimum of twenty-four semester c r e d i t s  and fewer 
t h a n  th i r ty - two  semester  c r e d i t s  i s  designated a s  having 
1 2 t h  grade c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  
V, PROCEDURE 
The procedure f o r  carrying out t h i s  study was con- 
ducted i n  t h e  following; manner, 
A, F i r s t  it was necessary t o  ob ta in  permission from 
t h e  high school p r i n c i p a l ,  Norman Pogemil ler ,  t o  
a s c e r t a i n  t h e  cumulative f o l d e r s  of those  s t u d e n t s  
who had dropped out  of school. 
B. I t  was then necessary t o  s e l e c t  t h e  f o l d e r s  of s tu-  
d e n t s  who had dropped out of Valley High School 
from 1962 - 1965, 
C, These f o l d e r s  were then divided according t o  t h e  
yea r  i n  which they dropped, the  grade they were 
i n  a t  the time of  dropping, and t h e  sex  of t h e  
s t u d e n t .  
9 
Use of t h e s e  emulative records f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  
grades t e n ,  eleven and twelve provided t h e  neces- 
sa ry  personal  data f o r  t h i s  study. The fol lowing 
p o i n t s  a r e  personal  d a t a  information which were 
used i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of these  s tudents :  
1, Sex of t h e  dropout, 
2, Grade level a t  t h e  time of dropping from school. 
3. I n t e l l i g e n c e  Quotient score. 
4, Iowa Test o f  Educational Development Composite 
score ,  
5. P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  ex t ra -cur r i cu la r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
6 ,  Reason f o r  leaving  school. 
7. Pa ren t s t  occupation ( f a t h e r s  and mothers shown 
separa te ly) .  
8, Mar i t a l  s t a t u s  of pa ren t s  a t  t h e  time each s t u -  
dent dropped, 
E. A review of books and p e r i o d i c a l s  d e a l i n g  with t h e  
dropout problem was a l s o  included as p a r t  of the 
i nves t iga t ion .  
F, The numbers, percentages and reasons given f o r  t h e s e  
high school s tuden t s  dropping dur ing  t h e  per iod 
from 1962 - 1965 i s  shown i n  t a b l e  form, along with 
w r i t t e n  information e labora t ing  on t h e  f i n d i n e s  i n  
t h e  var ious  areas .  
This list of f a c t o r s  under t h e  l e t t e r  "Dl1 of the 
10 
above outl ine was derived from reviewing sources of infor- 
mation i n  my "review of t h e  l i terature," as w e l l  as  a close 
review of t h e  completed information available on the school's 
cumulative records. 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
Reasons - fo r  dropouts ,  Youth who drop  o u t  of school 
do not r e a d i l y  supply informat ion,  Many of them give vape 
and meaningless  r ea sons  for  l e a v i n g  school or give answers 
which  will show themselves i n  the best l i g h t ,  
Cook's study of n i n e t y - f i v e  dropouts from a large 
city h5gh school found that the  reasons for leaving school, 
as given by the dropouts ,  were: going t o  work--39-6 per 
ccnt, d i s l i k e  of school--20.9 per ccnt, marriage--20.9 per 
cent, f a i l i n g  courses--9.4 per cent, needed at h~m~--4.6 
per c e n t ,  l e f t  home--2.3 per cent, and administrative re- 
quest--2.3 p e r  cent .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, i n  t h e  op in ion  o f  
t h e  s c h o o l  counse lor  t h e  r ea sons  were these :  f a i l u r e  and 
re tardat ion--34.9  per  cen t ,  home circumstances--28.1 per 
c e n t ,  marriage--20.2 pe r  cen t ,  f e e l i n g s  of r e  jection--9.6 
1 
pe r  c e n t ,  and c o n f l i c t s  wi th  teachers--7.2 p e r  cent .  
Bowman and Matthews l i s t e d  these  reasons:  d i s l i k e  
of  school--21 p e r  c e n t ,  academic fa i lu re - -20  p e r  c e n t ,  poor 
s o c i a l  adjustment--18 p e r  cen t ,  need t o  work because o f  
l ~ d w a r d  S. Cook, "An Analysis  of Fac to r s  Related t o  
ls i thdrawal  from High School P r i o r  t o  Graduation," 
of  Educa t iona l  Research, L (November, 1956), 191-9 
-
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poor  f inances--16 p e r  c e n t ,  pregnancy--9 p e r  c e n t ,  t e a c h e r s  
1 unfa i r - -6  p e r  c e n t ,  and o t h e r  reasons--10 p e r  cent .  
S c h u l t z ,  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  of Township High School  D i s -  
t r i c t  207 i n  Cook County, I l l i n o i s ,  f o r  1964-65 schoo l  
y e a r ,  found t h a t  two p e r  cen t  of  t h e  8,070 h igh  school  s t u -  
d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  were c l a s s i f i e d  l ldropoutse"  I t  
was f u r t h e r  r epo r t ed  t h e  reasons  most o f t e n  given by s tu -  
d e n t s  a t  t h e  time of l eav ing  were a s  follows: l a c k  of  i n -  
t e r e s t - -38 .8  p e r  c e n t ,  work--16 -6  p e r  cen t ,  marriage--11 
p e r  c e n t ,  armed forces--8.6 p e r  cen t ,  i l lness--6 .7  p e r  cen t .  2 
I n v e s t i g a t o r s  a r e  no t  agreed about t h e  importance of  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  as  a f a c t o r  i n  dropping out  of school ,  The 
Uni ted S t a t e s  Department of  Labor s tudy  of drop-outs  i n  
seven communities found t h a t  t h r e e  t imes a s  many drop-outs  
a s  h igh  schoo l  g radua te s  had i n t e l l i g e n c e  q u o t i e n t s  under 
e i g h t y - f i v e ,  and t h a t  nea r ly  t h r e e  t imes  a s  many g radua te s  
a s  d rop -ou t s  had i n t e l l i g e n c e  q u o t i e n t s  of 110 and over :  
l p a u l  H. Bowman and Char les  V. Natthews, Motivat ions  
of  Youth f o r  Leaving School, (United S t a t e s  Department o f  
-
~ e a - ~ z a t ~ o n ,  a n m a r e ,  Of f i ce  of  Education,  Cooper- 
a t i v e  Research Program, P r o j e c t  Number 200, Quincy, I l l i n o i s ,  
t l n i v e r s i t y  of Chicago, Quincy Youth Development P r o j e c t ,  
September, 1960) ,  137. 
2hl. W e  S c h u l t z ,  "High School Dropout Study 1964-65" 
(Torvnship High School D i s t r i c t  207, Cook County, I l l i n o i s ,  
1966) ,  1. (Li thographed) .  
1 Q 1 Q 1 Q IQ 110 
under 8 5  8 5  - 89 90 - 109 and ove r  
I-ligh s c h o o l  
g r a d u a t e s  . . 10% 11% 63% 16% 
Dropouts . . 31 15 48 6' 
On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e s e  f i g u r e s ,  Wolfbein who p re sen ted  
t h e  major r e s u l t s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Department o f  Labor 
s t u d y ,  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  waste of  human r e sou rces  through 
wi thdrawal  o f  s t u d e n t s  who might be  co l l ege  m a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  
as g r e a t  as some persons  contend. 2 
B r i d e n s t i n e  i n  h i s  s tudy of 128 dropouts  i n  Newton, 
Iowa, found t h e  ma jo r i t y  o f  both sexes  were i n  t h e  e igh ty -  
f i v e  t o  100 range on I n t e l l i g e n c e  Quot ient  s c o r e s ,  and t h a t  
o n l y  twenty-s ix  p e r  cent  had sco re s  above 100, H i s  s t udy  
went on t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  mean I n t e l l i g e n c e  Quot ient  s c o r e  
3 
o f  t h e  Newton dropouts  was n ine ty- th ree .  
There seemed t o  be a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between read ing  
a b i l i t y  and withdrawal from high school. A s tudy  by Penty 
r evea l ed  t h a t  t h r e e  t imes  a s  many poor r e a d e r s  dropped ou t  
'united S t a t e s  Department of Labor, Bureau o f  Labor 
S t a t i s t i c s ,  School and E a r l  Em l o  ment of Youth, ( A  Report 
on Seven Communi t i e r l  d 9 - t i n  Washington, 
Do C. Government P r i n t i n g  Off ice ,  August 1960, 89. 
2~eyrnour L. Wolfbein, "Trans i t ion  from School t o  
Work: A Study of t h e  School Leaver," Personnel  - and Guidance 
J o u r n a l ,  XXXVIII (October, 1959), 98-105. 
3 ~ u g e n e  A. B r idens t ine ,  "A Study of t h e  Newton High 
School Dropouts 1962-63," (Newton, Iowa, 1964),  44. Un- 
pub l i shed ,  
o f  school ,  1 
F a i l u r e  i n  school  seemed t o  be c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
d ropp ing  ou t .  Drop-outs were o f t e n  grade r e p e a t e r s  t h a t  
f a i l c d  e a r l y  and showed a genera l  d e c l i n e  i n  s c h o l a s t i c  
a t t a i n m e n t  from t h e  elementary t o  t h e  s e n i o r  h igh  school. 
The Uni ted S t a t e s  Department of Labor found t h a t  e igh ty-  
f o u r  p e r  c e n t  of  t h e  drop-outs were r e t a r d e d  at least one 
yea r ,  and f i f t y - t h r e e  p e r  cen t  were r e t a rded  two o r  more 
2 yea r s .  
Nea r ly  all s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  problem have s t r e s s e d  t h e  
impor tance  of  t h e  socio-economic, c u l t u r a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  
f a m i l y  of  t h e  drop-out. An ex tens ive  s tudy  o f  t h e  impact 
of s o c i a l  class on  ado le scen t s  w a s  made i n  a Midwest town 
by Hol l ingshead.  One phase o f  t h e  s tudy concerned t h e  num- 
ber o f  drop-outs  and t h e  f a c t o r s  which con t r ibu ted  t o  t h e i r  
l e a v i n g  school .  A l l  t h e  youth of h igh school  age of  t h e  
upper classes were i n  school ,  The l a r g e s t  p ropor t ion  o f  
drop-outs ,  e i g h t  ou t  of n ine ,  came from t h e  lowest  s o c i a l  
c l a s s .  The i n v e s t i g a t o r  determined c l a s s  p o s i t i o n  by t h e  
way t h e  f ami ly  l i v e d ,  its income, its possess ions ,  t h e  
amount of  educa t ion  o f  t h e  f a t h e r  and t h e  mother, t h e  fami- 
l y ' s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  community, and i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
l ~ u t h  C. Penty,  Reading A b i l i t y  - and High School 
Dro -Outs, N e w  York: Teachers Col lege,  Columbia Un ive r s i t y ,  d , ~  Condensed: Education D i g  e s t  , February 1960. 
2 ~ n i t e d  S t a t e s  Department of Labor, - loc . 5 
community a c t i v i t i e s .  1 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  drop-out. 
-- Casse l  
and Coleman, w r i t i n g  from t h e  secondary-school p o i n t  of 
view l i s t ed  t h e s e  r e c u r r i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  among dropouts:  
(1) F a i l u r e  of one o r  more school  y e a r s  ( u s u a l l y  lst, 
2nd, 8 t h ,  o r  9 th ) .  
(2) A y e a r  o r  more behind i n  reading o r  a r i t h m e t i c  at 
seventh-grade leve l .  
(3)  Poor school  a t  tendance and numerous t r u a n c i e s .  
(4) L i t t l e  o r  no p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  
school  a c t i v i t i e s .  ( 5 )  A t  tendance a t  numerous elementary schools.  
( 6 )  Expresses  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  school  o r  l e a r n i n g  2 
evidences  s t r o n g  resentment toward school  c o n t r o l ,  
T h i s  c i t y  used t h e  appearance of any f o u r  o f  t h e  
e l e v e n  r e c u r r i n g  problems a s  a b a s i s  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  drop-out, The r e c u r r i n g  s i g n s  o f  a drop-out 
were: 
(1) Seventh-grade achievement a year  o r  more below grade 
l e v e l  i n  a r i t h m e t i c  and reading. The s tuden t  is not  
keeping up academically, 
(2) Attendance at s e v e r a l  elementary schools.  The s t u -  
den t  cannot develop a sense of belonging t o  any one. 
( 3 )  A newcomer t o  Canton (o r  any c i t y ) .  The s tuden t  h a s  
come from a r u r a l  area o r  a smal le r  town and f e e l s  
l o s t  i n  t h e  b i g  c i t y .  
(4) F a i l u r e  i n  one o r  more years  o f  elementary o r  high 
school .  Most f r equen t ly  t h e  f a i l u r e s  occur i n  t h e  
f i r s t ,  second, e igh th  and n i n t h  grades. 
( 5 )  Low economic l e v e l .  Generally accompanied by a 
l a c k  of  p a r e n t a l  emphasis on education.  
( 6 )  A broken home, 
' ~ u ~ u s t  B. Holl ingshead,  "Leaving School ," Elmtown1 s 
Youth, (New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 19491, 329 59. - 
 usse sell N. Casse l ,  s. it., 60-65. 
(71 An i r r e g u l a r  a t tendance p a t t e r n  i n  high school. 
Usual ly  t h i s  i s  accompanied by low grades. 
(8) D i f f i c u l t y  i n  a d j u s t i n g  t o  t h e  high school. The 
s tuden t  does not  t a k e  p a r t  i n  school  a f f a i r s .  
( 9 )  Community problems. A youth who has  been i n  d i f -  
f i c u l t y  with t h e  p o l i c e  o r  o t h e r  community agencies.  
(10) Among g i r l s ,  going s teady  with  o l d e r  boys. The boy 
l e a v e s  school  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e  o r  a job and t h e  g i r l  
no longer  f i t s  i n ,  
(11) Among boys, ownership of h i s  own car.  H e  must drop  
ou t  t o  e a r n  money t o  support h i s  vehicle .  1 
L i c h t e r  d i scussed  a number of warning s i g n a l s  which 
classroom t e a c h e r s  may employ i n  t h e  d e t e c t i o n  of p o t e n t i a l  
d ropouts ,  
(1) A sharp  discrepancy between i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y  
and academic achievement, 
(2) Youngsters who seem weak and unable t o  cope wi th  
s i t u a t i o n s ,  
(3)  The c h i l d  who has a g rea t  d e a l  of d i f f i c u l t y  get-  
t i n g  s t a r t e d  o r  s t ay ing  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a p r o j e c t ,  
(4) The youngster who seems somehow s t r a n g e  o r  d i f f e r -  
e n t  from o t h e r  ch i ldren ,  
( 5 )  The c h i l d  who is  phys ica l ly  p resen t  i n  the c la s s -  
room, bu t  emot i o n a l l y  absent,  
( 6 )  The youngster who blames everyone but  himself f o r  
h i s  t r o u b l e s ,  
(7)  The youngster who is con t inua l ly  a behavior  prob- 
lem even though h i s  misdemeanors a r e  minor, 
(8) The combative, b e l l i g e r e n t  youngster,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
those  who seem t o  d e l i g h t  i n  s t i r r i n g  up t r o u b l e  
f o r  i ts own sake, 2 
Liv ings ton  found t h a t  a combination of f a c t o r s  is  a 
b e t t e r  i n d i c a t o r  o f  p o t e n t i a l  withdrawal from school  than  
any s i n g l e  f a c t o r .  His s tudy  determined t h a t  t h e  h ighes t  
'Anita Vogel, "How t o  Check Drop-outs," School 
blanafr;ernent, (November, 1961),  79. 
2~olornon 0. Lich te r ,  The Dro o u t s  (New York: The 
Free Press of Glencoe, 1 9 6 2 ) 7 8 &  
c o r r e l a t i o n  w a s  ob ta ined  with a combination o f  f a c t o r s  
which comprised low p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  formal and informal  
s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  number of grades  de t a ined ,  and s t a t u s  
o f  p e r s o n s  w i th  whom t h e  p u p i l  l i ved .  L iv ings ton ' s  con- 
c l u s i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  number o f  f a c t o r s  
working t o  t h e  d i sadvantage  of t h e  p u p i l ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  
chance o f  the p u p i l ' s  dropping ou t  of school,  1 
Holding power, Improvement i n  school  ho ld ing  power 
i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a l o c a l  program. I t  depends upon classroom 
t e a c h e r s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  school-board members and c i t i z e n s  
i n  each  schoo l  d i s t r i c t ,  A number of  w r i t e r s  have suggested 
remedial measures, W i l l s  suggests :  
(1) Giving  p u p i l s  o f  l i m i t e d  a b i l i t y  work w i t h i n  t h e i r  
c a p a c i t y  and remedial  reading and remedial  a r i t h -  
met ic ,  
(2) S t e e r i n g  p u p i l s  of l i m i t e d  a b i l i t y  t o  v o c a t i o n a l  
work. 
( 3 )  P u t t i n g  p o t e n t i a l  l e a v e r s  i n  c l a s s e s  of more sym- 
p a t h e t i c  t eachers .  
(41 Confer r ing  wi th  p o t e n t i a l  l e a v e r t  s t e a c h e r s  t o  f i n d  
ways of he lp ing  him ge t  a f e e l i n g  of succes s  and t o  
g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i m .  
(5)  L e t t i n g  p o t e n t i a l  l e a v e r s  ea rn  t h e i r  lunches  o r  
h e l p i n g  them g e t  a par t - t ime job, 
( 6 )  Giving g i r l s  reasons  f o r  wa i t i ng  u n t i l  they  a r e  
mature t o  marry ( i n  homemaking c l a s s e s )  .2 
lHugl~ A. Livings ton ,  "High-School Graduates and 
Dropouts--A New Look a t  a P e r s i s t e n t  Problem," School Review, 
LXVI (Summer 1958),  195-203, 
' ~ l a u d e  C. W i l l s ,  Jr., I1Progrm t o  Decrease t h e  Number 
o f  Ea r ly  s choo l  Leavers, l 1  B u l l e t i n  of t h e  Nat ional  Assoc ia t ion  
o f  Secondary-School P r i n c i p a l s ,  t S e p e z r ,  1- 
-
9 93-91. 
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That  i n t e r e s t  by t h e  schools  i n  t h e  drop-out was 
v a l u a b l e  as r epo r t ed  by t h e  New York Board of  Education. 
A f i ve -yea r  s tudy  of a s p e c i a l  guidance program f o r  f i f -  
t een-year -o ld  s t u d e n t s  who had c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  po- 
t e n t i a l  drop-out showed t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a t t e n t i o n  
g i v e n  t o  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  w a s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  dec reas ing  t h e  
number o f  drop-outs.  Comparison groups were a l s o  used,  t h e s e  
groups  be ing  ass igned  t o  t h e  r egu la r  guidance program of t h e  
s choo l s .  Members o f  bo th  t h e  exper imental  and t h e  comparison 
groups  g radua ted  i n  much l a r g e r  numbers than  could have been 
expec ted .  
The meaning o f  t h e s e  f i n d s  seems t o  be t h a t  i n t e n s i v e  
work w i t h  t e a c h e r s ,  revolving about i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s ,  
r e s u l t s  n o t  on ly  i n  t h e  improved educa t ion  and a d j u s t -  
ment o f  the p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d e n t s  involved,  b u t  a l s o  i 
t h e  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  c l a s s e s  of those  t eache r s .  ? 
The Iowa S t a t e  Department of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  spon- 
s o r e d  a s t u d y  o f  t h e  holding power o f  Iowa high schoo l s  f o r  
t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who en te red  t h e  n i n t h  grade i n  t he  f a l l  of 
1950, 1951,  and 1952, Seventy-three high schools  were used,  
The h o l d i n g  power o f  t h i s  group was 80.4 p e r  cent .  A s  t h e  
sampling was b i a sed  because a higher  percen tage  of  l a r g e  
h i g h  s c h o o l s  w a s  used than  i s  t r u e  of t h e  s t a t e  as a whole, 
t h e  h o l d i n g  power of t h e  sampling w a s  r ev i sed  t o  coun te rac t  
t h i s  b i a s ,  The ho ld ing  power f o r  t h e  schools  of t h e  s t a t e  
School Drop- 
ou t s , "  - The Personne l  - and Guidance Journa l ,  n.~xv (May, 1957), 
564. 
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was t h e n  g iven  as 84.2 per  cent .  Nat iona l ly ,  t h e  ho ld ing  
power of t h e  secondary schools  f o r  s t u d e n t s  who were i n  t h e  
n i n t h  grade  d u r i n g  t h e  1950-1951 school  yea r  w a s  63.4 p e r  
cen t .  1 
The Department of Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  s tudy  
o f  d r o p o u t s  i n  Iowa Pub l i c  Schools found t h e  fo l lowing  s i x  
r e a s o n s  t o  be t h e  major f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  dropping  
o u t  of school ,  These were: (1) School t o o  d i f f i c u l t ;  (21 
Lack o f  accep tance ;  (3) Dis rup t ive  home s i t u a t i o n ;  (4) 
p i n a n c i a 1  need; ( 5 )  School program inadequate;  ( 6 )  Engage- 
ment and/or marr iage,  
O f  t h e  7,242 dropouts  dur ing  t h e  t ime of t h i s  s tudy  
72.9 p e r  c e n t  occurred i n  g rades  t e n ,  e leven ,  and twelve- 
T h i s  s t u d y  r epo r t ed  4.1 p e r  cen t  o f  al l  s t u d e n t s  beginning 
i n  t h e s e  grades  dropped out  before  graduation,  The s tudy 
went on t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  a  s l i g h t l y  h igher  percen tage  of  boys 
dropped o u t  t h a n  g i r l s .  
The average I n t e l l i g e n c e  Quotient  s co re  of t h e s e  
d ropou t s  w a s  96.6, whi le  t h e i r  composite s c o r e s  on t h e  Iowa 
T e s t  of  Educa t iona l  Development was 8.8. Dropouts averaged 
less t h a n  one a c t i v i t y  each a s  repor ted i n  t h e  s tudy.  
The occupa t iona l  l e v e l  of  t h e  dropout t s  f a t h e r  was 
found t o  be of  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  S tudents  whose f a t h e r s  
1 ~ .  A. van ~ykc, 3. e., 1-90 
20 
occupa t ions  were c l a s s i f i e d  as u n s k i l l e d  dropped ou t  a t  a 
much h i g h e r  r a t e  than  those  whose f a t h e r s  were c l a s s i f i e d  as 
s k i l l e d  o r  i n  p ro fe s s ions ,  1 
R e s u l t s  o f  t h e  Des Moines School System's 1965-66 
S e n i o r  High School Drop-Out Report shows 8.6 p e r  c e n t  of 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  beginning t h e  year  failed t o  s t a y  i n  school.  
O f  t h o s e  s e n i o r  h igh  schoo l  s tuden t s ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  rate of 
d r o p o u t s  occur red  i n  t h e  j u n i o r  yea r ,  followed by t h o s e  who 
were sophomores. Thei r  s tudy repor ted  t h e  s e n i o r  class 
having  t h e  lowest  percen tage  of dropouts ,  The dropout  r a t e  
f o r  boys  was approximately 2.5 p e r  cent  h igher  t han  t h a t  
o f  t h e  g i r l s .  2 
Polk  County found from a study done by t h e  Iowa De- 
pa r tment  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  t hey  ranked t w e n t i e t h  
among t h e  n ine ty-n ine  count ies  i n  percentage of dropouts ,  
T h i s  s t u d y  showed a 1.3 p e r  cen t  dropout r a t e  f o r  Polk 
County g rades  t e n ,  e leven ,  and twelve. 
The main reasons  f o r  dropping out  of school  were 
l a c k  of  i n t e r e s t ,  marriage,  behav io ra l  d i f f i c u l t y ,  and em- 
ployment. 3 
'Iowa S t a t e  Department of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Dro - 
-9 Iowa, 1965, 4-13. 
9 o u t s  (A Report on Iowa Pub l i c  Schools, 1963-641, D e s  iolnes,  
2 ~ e s  Moines P u b l i c  Schools,  Department of Guidance 
and Counsel ing,  Senior  High School Drop-Outs - 9  (Des Moines, 
Iowa, 1966) ,  2. m o g r a p h r  
3 Iowa S t a t e  Department of Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  2. 
c i t  21-25, 
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CHAPTER I11 
THE FINDINGS 
T h i s  chap te r  w i l l  inc lude  a l l  t a b l e s  made and a 
v e r b a l  e l a b o r a t i o n  of t h e  f i nd ings  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  
o f  t h i s  s tudy ,  
I, TT-IB DROPOUT RATE FOR VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
~ f t e r  a review of a l l  t h e  cumulative f o l d e r s  from 
1962-65, t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  found s ix ty - fou r  p u p i l s  t h a t  could 
be c a t e g o r i z e d  as dropouts.  Of t h e s e  s ix ty - fou r ,  n i n e t e e n  
dropped d u r i n g  t h e  1962-63 school  year ,  twenty-nine d u r i n g  
1963-64, and s i x t e e n  du r ing  t h e  1964-65 school  year.  The 
g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s e s  f o r  t he se  yea r s  numbered 137,  196, and 
268 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
I CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SIXTY-FOUR DROPOUTS AS 
RECORDED I N  THE STUDENT'S CUMULATIVE RECORD 
Per sona l  informat ion obtained from t h e  s tuden t  t s 
Cumulative record  which was ins t rumenta l  t o  t h e  r e sea rche r  
i n  c a r r y i n g  out  t h i s  study was a s  follows: (1) s e x  of t h e  
d ropou t ;  (2) grade l e v e l  a t  t h e  time of  dropping; ( 3 )  in -  
t e l l i g e n c e  q u o t i e n t  s c o r e  of  t h e  dropout;  (4 )  composite 
s c o r e  on t h e  Iowa Test  of Educational  Development; (5) 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s :  ( 6 )  reason 
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g iven  f o r  l e a v i n g  school ;  (7) pa ren t s1  occupat ion;  and 
(8) mari tal  s t a t u s  of p a r e n t s  a t  the time each s t u d e n t  
dropped , 
Tab le s  a long  with  v e r b a l  in format ion  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  shown w i l l  fo l low under t h e  headings  a s  
l i s t e d  above, 
Grade and sex. Fur ther  breakdown shows t h a t  i n  t h e  
--- 
1962-63 yea r ,  n i n e  sophomores dropped, f o u r  of  whom w e r e  
g i r l s  and f i v e  boys; t h r e e  j un io r s ,  one g i r l  and two boys; 
seven  s e n i o r s ,  f o u r  boys and t h r e e  g i r l s .  I n  t h e  1963-64 
s c h o o l  y e a r ,  t h i r t e e n  sophomores dropped, s i x  were g i r l s  
and seven  boys, Jun io r s  dur ing  t h i s  yea r  cons i s t ed  of 
t h r e e  g i r l s  and f i v e  boys, and t h e r e  were two s e n i o r  g i r l s  
and s i x  s e n i o r  boys. The 1963-64 year  marked t h e  h ighes t  
number o f  d ropou t s  of any of  t h e  yea r s  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r T  s 
s tudy.  
I n  t h e  1964-65 year ,  i t  was found t h a t  on ly  one 
sophomore g i r l  dropped, one junior  g i r l  a long vJith s i x  
boys. The s e n i o r  c l a s s  had t h r e e  g i r l s  and f i v e  boys leav-  
i n g  schoo l ,  S t i l l  another  breakdo~m during t h i s  pe r iod  o f  
t ime  can  b e  seen  i n  Table 1. 
jt can be noted from t h i s  t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  sophomore 
and s e n i o r  c l a s s e s  each had 35.9 pe r  cen t  of t h e  t o t a l  num- 
ber o f  dropouts .  During t h i s  per iod t h e  j un io r  c l a s s  had 
7.8 p e r  c e n t  fewer dropouts  with 28.1 per  cen t  of t h e  t o t a l -  
TABLE I 
GRADE AND SEX OF 64 VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUI'S FOR 
THE SCHOOL YEARS 1962-63, 1963-64, AND 1964-65 
- - 
Grade When Dropped G i r l s  Boys Number Pe r  Cent 
12 8 
- 
1 5  
-
23 
- 
35.9 
Tot a1 24 40 64 100.0 
Boys g r e a t l y  exceeded t h e  number of  g i r l s  dropping from 
s c h o o l  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod  of  time. The boys t o t a l  exceed- 
i n g  t h a t  o f  t h e  g i r l s  by a twenty-f ive  per  cen t  margin i n  
the t o t a l  percentage.  An examination does, however, show 
t h a t  i n  t h e  sophomore class, t h e  boys d i d  only  exceed t h e  
number of  g i r l s  dropping by one. 
Looking a t  t h e  column under i n  Table I ,  it 
may be noted a g radua l  i nc rease  from year  t o  y e a r  i n  t h e  
number o f  boys  dropping. Whereas i n  t h e  " g i r l s "  column, 
t h e  sophomore yea r  is  t h e  h ighes t ,  then  a d rop  of 45.4 p e r  
c e n t  t a k e s  p l a c e  t h e  next  year ,  only  t o  r i s e  aga in  s l i g h t l y  
t h e  s e n i o r  year .  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  Quot ient .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  q u o t i e n t s  were 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h i s  study. Ranges o f  t h e s e  
s c o r e s  a r e  shown i n  Table 11. The mean I n t e l l i g e n c e  Quo t i en t  
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TABLE I1 
INTELLIGENT QUOTIENT RANG= AND biEAN SCORES FOR 64 V W E Y  
IiIGII SCHOOL DROPOVTS 1962-6 3,  1963-64, AND 1964-65 
40 Boys 
Grade When 24 G i r l s  To ta l  
Dropped 10 11 12  10 11 12  No. Per  Cent 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  
Ranges 
Below 70 - - - - - - - - 
7 1  t o  80 1 1 2 - 1 1 6 9.4 
81 t o  90 4 4 2 1 - 1 1 2  18 -8 
9 1  t o  100 3 2 3 1 3 1 1 3  20.3 
101 t o  110  2 3 4 4 1 3 16 25.0 
111 t o  120 1 2 3 4 1 2 12  18 .8 
ove r  120 - - 1 2 - - 3 4.7 I 
Mean I.Q.'s f o r  Sophomores - 101.2 
Mean I.Q.'s f o r  Jun io r s  - 95.7 
!.?can I.Q.'s f o r  Sen iors  - 107.6 
blean I.Q. ( s  f o r  Boys - 97.2 
Mean I.Q.'s f o r  G i r l s  - 105.2 
T o t a l  Mean I.Q. Scores  - 101.5 
f o r  t h e  j u n i o r s  w a s  lower than t h a t  of any o t h e r  class. 
T h e i r  mean Q u o t i e n t  of 95.7 w a s  6.6 pe rcen tage  p o i n t s  below 
t h a t  o f  t h e  sophomore dropouts  who had a mean I n t e l l i g e n c e  
q u o t i e n t  of 101.2. Sen io r  dropouts  had t h e  h ighes t  mean 
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~ n t e l l i g e n c e  Quo t i en t  of 107.6 which was 11.9 p o i n t s  h igher  
t h a n  t h e  sophomore dropouts.  The major p o r t i o n  of t h e  drop- 
o u t s  f e l l  i n  t h e  range of  81 t o  120 wi th  t h e  range of  101 
t o  120 having  t h e  s i n g l e  l a r g e s t  number of s tuden t s .  There 
were o n l y  t h r e e  Quo t i en t s  over  120 among t h e  dropouts.  The 
boys  had a mean of  97.2 w h i l e  t h a t  of  t h e  g i r l s  was 105.2, 
An o v e r a l l  mean I n t e l l i g e n c e  Quotient f o r  t h e  s ix ty - f  our  
Va l l ey  High School dropouts  was 101.5. 
Reasons - f o r  dropping ou t ,  Reasons f o r  dropping 
-
s c h o o l  f e l l  i n t o  seven c a t e g o r i e s  a s  i d e n t i f i e d  on Table  
111, "Lack of  i n t e r e s t w  and l lenlistment i n  m i l i t a r y  s e r -  
v i c e m  were the two major reasons  given by t h e  boys, These 
two r e a s o n s  encompassed seventy- f ive  pe r  cen t  of a l l  boys 
dropping.  The g i r l s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, were q u i t e  evenly 
d i v i d e d  between t h e s e  seven reasons,  "Lack o f  i n t e r e s t m  
w a s ,  however, t h e  reason given by t h e  h ighes t  percen tage  of 
g i r l s  w i t h  29.2 p e r  cent .  Of  t h e  twenty-four g i r l s  drop- 
p ing ,  on ly  f o u r  gave pregnancy a s  t h e  reason,  Looking a t  
t h e  major reason  given f o r  dropping by t h e  combined group 
o f  boys and g i r l s ,  " lack of i n t e r e s t1 !  ranks h ighes t  w i th  
34.4 p e r  c e n t ,  whi le  " i l l n e s s "  and llmarriagel! was t h e  r ea son  
g iven  by on ly  7.8 per cent .  This  being t h e  s m a l l e s t  per- 
cen tage  of t h e  combined two groups. S i x  s t u d e n t s  had "sus- 
pensionl1 a s  t h e i r  reason f o r  l eav ing ,  while only seven 
s t a t e d  "ivorkw as the  reason  f o r  dropping- 
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TABLE I11 
RBnSONS FOR DROPPING AS RECORDED I N  T!3X CUMULATIVE RECORD 
FOLDER OF 64 VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUTS, 
1962-63, 1963-64, AND 1964-65 
40 Bo s 24 G i r l s  
Grade When Dropped '& l o  11 12 1 T o t a l  o. Per  Cent 
I l l n e s s  - - 1 2 1 1  5 7.8 
Lack o f  I n t e r e s t  6 7 2  5 1 1 2 2  34.4 
Suspended 2 1 -  1 1 1  6 9.4 
Pregnant  - - - 1 1 2  4 6.3 
Marriage - - 2 - 1 2  5 7.8 
S e r v i c e  4 4 7  - - - 15 23.4 
Occupation - of f a t h e r s .  The occupation of t h e  f a t h e r s  
w a s  broken down i n t o  s i x  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a s  shown i n  Table 
I V  o f  t h i s  s tudy.  Dropouts whose f a t h e r s  were c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
" s k i l l e d  l a b o r r 1  had t h e  h ighes t  percentage of dropouts  w i th  
28.1 p e r  cen t .  Second were t h e  l lsemi-ski l ledl l  a t  18.8 pe r  
c e n t  whi le  t hose  whose f a t h e r s  were i n  t h e  u n s k i l l e d  class- 
i f i c a t i o n  were f o u r t h  i n  t he  ranking a t  14.6. No record o f  
t h e  f a t h e r ' s  occupation was given i n  t h e  case  of e leven  
d ropou t s ,  a  group ranked t h i r d  i n  frequency wi th  a percentage  
t o t a l  o f  17.2. The sma l l e s t  percentage of d ropouts  were 
t h o s e  whose f  a t h e r s 1  occupation was c l a s s i f i e d  as  "profes- 
s i o n a l  and technica l . "  The percentage f e l l  t o  9.4, 
TABLE IV 
OCCUPATION OF FATHERS OF 64 VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
DROPOUTS, 1962-63, 1963-64 AND 1964-65 
40 Bo s 24 Girls 
Grade IVhen Dropped '610 11 12 T o t a l  - 
Employment 
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
U n s k i l l e d  - 2 2  1 3 1  9 14.6 
Semi - sk i l l ed  2  2 3 2 1 2 1 2  18.8 
Skilled 5 3 4  4 - 2 1 8  28.1 
S a l e s  2 2 3  - - 1 8 12.5 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  and 
Techn ica l  1 - 2  - 1 2  6 9.4 
No record 2 4 1  4 - - 11 17.2 
Occupation - of mothers. Th i s  s tudy revealed a s  shown 
i n  Table  V t h a t  only 26.5 pe r  cent of t h e  dropouts  had 
mothers who were working. O f  those working, t he  h ighes t  
pe rcen tage  was i n  t h e  "semi-skil ledf1 c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  fo l -  
lowed by t h e  l lunski l led. l '  Those who were c l a s s i f i e d  as 
skilled he ld  t h e  second lowest percentage. Th i s  f a c t  was 
d i r e c t l y  oppos i t e  t h e  f ind inps  regarding f a t h e r s t  occupa- 
t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  h ighes t  percentage of dropouts  had f a t h e r s  
i n  t h e  11skilled" c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  NO record Was given f o r  
the occupat ion  of s i x  mothers. flHousewife" dominated t h e  
occupa t ion  of mothers i n  t h i s  study wi th  a pe rcen tage  total 
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of 68.8. The cumulative f o l d e r s  showed 67.5 p e r  cent of 
t h e  boys' mothers were housewives while t h e  g i r l s  had 70.8 
p e r  c e n t  l i s t e d .  Only 27.5 per  cent of t h e  boys1 mothers 
were engaged i n  an occupation outs ide  t h e  home. The g i r l s  
had a t o t a l  of twenty-five per cent of t h e  mothers employed 
o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  home. 
TABLE V 
OCCUPATION OF MOTHERS OF 64 VALLEY HIGH SCFIOOL 
DROPOUTS, 1962-63, 1963-64, AND 1964-65 
24 G i r l s  Tot a 1  
Grade When Dropped 1 12 No. Per Cent 
Employment 
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
Semi-sk i l led  3 1 1  1 - 1  7 10.9 
S k i l l e d  - 1 1  1 - - 3 4.7 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  and 
Technica l  - 1 -  1 - - 2 3.1 
No Record 
Iowa Test  of Educational Development. The l a r g e s t  
--- 
number of  dropouts  a t  Valley High School had a  s tandardized 
s c o r e  i n  t h e  ranee of twenty and below i n  t h e i r  Iowa Test  
of  Educat ional  Development. The composite score showed a 
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t o t a l  o f  43.8 p e r  cent. Lis ted with the fewest number of 
dropouts  was t h e  80 - 100 range which had only a 6.3 per  
cen t  t o t a l .  The ranges of 20 - 39 and 40 - 59 had i d e n t i c a l  
pe rcen tages  of 18.8. Only the  junior c l a s s  had a mean com- 
p o s i t e  i n  t h e  twenties.  This researcher found t h e i r  mean 
composite t o  be 24.7. The sophomore dropouts had t h e  high- 
es t  mean composite on t h e  Iowa Test of Educational Wvelop- 
ment wi th  38.4 followed by the seniors  who had 31.5 which 
a l s o  w a s  t h e  average mean composite f o r  t h e  th ree  c l a s s e s  
combined as shown i n  Table V I .  
TABLE V I  
IOWA TEST OF EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPOSITE SCORE W G E  
AND MEAN SCORES FOR 64 VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUTS, 
1962-63, 1963-64 AND 1964-65 
40 Bo s 24 G i r l s  Tot a1  
Grade l a e n  Dropped 6 0 .  per cent  
I .T.E.D. 
Cornposit e Range 
Below 20 7 8 6  2 3 2 2 8  43.8 
Mean T.T.E.D. Composite Scores for  Sophomores - 35.4 
Nean J .T.E.D. Composite Scores f o r  J t ~ n i o r s  - 24.7 
Mean I.T.E.D. Composite Scores f o r  Seniors - 31.5 
T o t a l  I .T.E,D. Composite blean Scores - 31.5 
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p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a c t i v i t i e s .  Thi r ty -  two d i f f e r e n t  -
s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s tudent  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
a t  Val ley  High School. G i r l s  who dropped showed a  g r e a t e r  
i n t e r e s t  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  school a c t i v i t i e s  be fo re  drop- 
p i n g  t h a n  did  t h e  boys. Th i r t een  boys ou t  of  t h e  f o r t y  
d r o p o u t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  one o r  more school a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  
32.5 p e r  cen t .  F i f t e e n  g i r l s ,  of t h e  twenty-four dropouts ,  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  one o r  more a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  a percentage 
t o t a l  o f  62-5. The r e sea rche r  found 56.3 per cen t  of t h e  
s i x t y - f o u r  Val ley High School dropouts d i d  not p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  any s c h o o l  a c t i v i t y .  Boys outnumbered t h e  g i r l s  more 
t h a n  two t o  one i n  nonpa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  school a c t i v i t i e s .  
The h i g h e s t  percen tage  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was i n  one a c t i v i t y ,  
with 29.7 about evenly divided between g i r l s  and boys. Two 
a c t i v i t i e s  were engaged i n  by 10.9 p e r  cent .  Only 3.1 p e r  
cen t  of t h e  d ropou t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h r e e  a c t i v i t i e s .  A s  
a  group more sophomore g i r l s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a n  any o t h e r .  Those p a r t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  l e a s t  were t h e  
sophomore boys  and j un io r  g i r l s ,  each having only t h r e e  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  any school  a c t i v i t y  a t  a l l .  
M a r i t a l  s t a t u s  - of pa ren t s .  Data taken from t h e  
cumula t ive  r eco rds  of t he  dropped s t u d e n t s  showed whether 
the p a r e n t s  were l i v i n g ,  and whether married o r  divorced.  
I t  rvas a l s o  noted i n  t h e  case  of divorced pa ren t s ,  which 
p a r e n t  t h e  youngster  was l i v i n g  w i t h .  I n  t h e  case  of t h e  
TABLE VII 
NUMBER OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES PARTICIPATED I N  BY 6 4  VALLEY 
I-IIGH SCHOOL DROPOUTS, 1962-63, 1963-64, AND 1964-65 
- ~ 
24 G i r l s  T o t a l  
Grade When Dropped 12 No. P e r  Cent 
Number of 
~ c t i v i t  i e s  
L i s t  of A c t i v i t i e s  i n  IVhich S t u d e n t s  Can P a r t i c i p a t e :  
F o o t b a l l  
F a l l  T r a c k  
B a s k e t b a l l  
S p r i n g  T r a c k  
G o l f  
D r i l l  Team 
S p a n i s h  Club 
K i w a n i s  Key Club  
S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l  
L i b r a r y  A s s i s t a n t s  
Chorus  
I I e a l t h  C a r e e r s  C lub  
Art C l u b  
T l ~ e s b i a n s  
Pep C l u b  
C h e e r l e a d e r s  
V Club 
Band 
L a t i n  Club 
Future  T e a c h e r s  
Wrest l i n g  
Future Homemakers 
R aseb a 1  1 
I n t  r amura l s  
Small  Vocal Groups 
Dramatics 
Annual ~ t a f  f 
American F i e l d  S e r v i c e  
Band Aids 
Sc ience  Club 
Glee Club 
Newspaper s t a f f  
s t u d e n t ' s  n o t  l i v i n g  w i t h  e i t h e r  p a r e n t  f o r  any r e a s o n ,  
r e c o r d s  showed w i t h  whom t h e  s t u d e n t  was t h e n  l i v i n g .  
P i n d i n g s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o f  p a r e n t s  a r e  
shown i n  T a b l e  V I I I .  Ten d r o p o u t s ,  which c o n s t i t u t e d  15.6 
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p e r  c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l ,  came from divorced homes. I t  can 
a l s o  b e  noted t h a t  seventy-f ive  p e r  cen t  of t h e  Valley High 
s c h o o l  d r o p o u t s  were l i v i n g  a t  home with both  p a r e n t s  a t  
t h e  t i m e  of dropping.  Those dropouts  whose p a r e n t s  were 
d i v o r c e d  a l l  were found t o  be l i v i n g  with  t h e i r  mothers. 
Pour g i r l s  were l i s t e d  as married and no longer  l i v i n g  a t  
home. Only one g i r l  was l i v i n g  with  a guardian due t o  t h e  
d e a t h  of  b o t h  pa ren t s .  None of t h e  boys dropping was l i s t e d  
a s  mar r ied .  
TABLE V I I I  
fi1ARITAL STATUS OF PARENTS OF 64 VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
DROPOUTST 1962-63, 1963-64, AND 1964-65 
24 G i r l s  * l o  11 12 Tot a 1  Grade ;fien Dropped No. Per Cent 
L iv ing  w i t h  f a t h e r  
o n l y  - - - - - - - - 
Liv ing  w i t h  mother 
o n l y  2 4 1  3 - - 10 15.6 
P a r e n t s  d ivorced  
L iv ing  wi th  bo th  
p a r e n t s  
L iv inc  w i t h  guard ian  - - - 1 - - 1 1.6 
b!arried and no t  
l i v i n g  a t  home - - - - 2 2  4 6.2 
NOTE: The t o t a l  number exceeds 64,  and the 
t o t a l  p e r  cent  exceeds 100 because t h e  t a b l e  
i n d i c a t e s  divorced paren ts  and a l s o  wi th  whom 
they  a r e  l i v i n g .  
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The p u r p o s e s  of t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  t h i s  s tudy  were a s  
f o l l o w s :  
1. To d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  dropout  problem a t  
V a l l e y  High School ,  
2. To d e t e r m i n e  i f  any t r e n d s  o r  p a t t e r n s  of r e l a t i n g  
e v i d e n c e  becomes apparen t  from t h e  d a t a  ga the red .  
The s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  of  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  t h i s  
s t u d y  were as f o l l o w s :  
1. To i s o l a t e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  pe rcen tage  o f  d r o p o u t s  i n  
t h e  West Des Moines s c h o o l  system. 
2. To i s o l a t e  t h e  r e a s o n s  g iven f o r  dropping o u t  of 
s c h o o l .  
3. To d e t e r m i n e  s p e c i f i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  common t o  a l l  
o r  a m a j o r i t y  of  t h o s e  who d i d  d rop  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  
b e f o r e  g radua t ion .  
4. To make t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  s tudy  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
t e a c h i n g  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  i n  hopes t h a t  
some s u g g e s t e d  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s c h o o l 1  s 
h o l d i n a  power might be forthcoming,  
A r e v i e w  of  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on d r o p o u t s ,  b o t h  i n  books 
and p e r i o d j . c a l s  was conducted a long wi th  a c a r e f u l  examinat ion  
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of t h e  cumula t ive  r eco rds  of  a l l  Valley High School drop- 
o u t s  from 1962 th rough  1965, 
I. SUMMARY 
The r e s e a r c h e r  found reasons  given by s t u d e n t s  f o r  
d ropp ing  were many and var ied .  The apparent  l ack  of in -  
t e r e s t  on t h e  p a r t  of  bo th  boys and g i r l s  w a s  very evident  
by t h e  number who were l i s t e d  a s  dropping f o r  t h i s  reason. 
For t h e  boys ,  e n t e r i n g  the s e r v i c e  was a l s o  a major reason 
~ i v e n  f o r  dropping.  The g i r l s ,  however, were q u i t e  evenly 0 
d i v i d e d  i n  t h e i r  r ea sons  f o r  l eav ing  a s i d e  from l a c k  of 
i n t e r e s t ,  
The number of  bogs dropping outnumber t h e  g i r l s  by 
a c o n s i d e r a b l e  margin wi th  t h e  g i r l s  having a s l i g h t l y  
h i g h e r  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Quotient  score.  Sophomores and s e n i o r s  
dropped i n  c r e a t e r  numbers than  did  the  jun iors  even though 
t h e  mean Quot i en t  and t h e  mean composite s co re s  f o r  t h e  
sophomores and s e n i o r s  were higher  than t h a t  of t h e  jun iors ,  
Most o f  t h e  mothers of both  the  boys and g i r l s  drop- 
p i n g  were l i s t e d  as housewives. Of those  who were working 
n o s t  were i n  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of unsk i l l ed ,  s e m i - s k i l l d ,  
and s lc i l l ed .  The percentage i n  p ro fe s s iona l  and t e c h n i c a l  
employment was very low, 
I n  t h e  case  of  t h e  f a t h e r s 1  occupation,  t h e  major i ty  
o f  f a t h e r s  were a l s o  i n  t he  unsk i l l ed ,  semi-ski l led and 
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s k i l l e d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  
N o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  was no ted  i n  
s l i g h t l y  o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  dropouts .  Very f e w  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  as many as f o u r  a c t i v i t i e s .  The g i r l s  did,  however, 
p a r t i c i p a t e  t o  a  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  i n  schoo l  a c t i v i t i e s  than  
d i d  t h e  boys.  
~ h r e e - f o u r t h s  of t h e  s t u d e n t  d r o p o u t s  were l i v i n g  a t  
home w i t h  b o t h  p a r e n t s  at  t h e  time they  dropped o u t  of 
s c h o o l .  Of t h e  remaining one- four th  of t h e  d r o p o u t s ,  a 
m a j o r i t y  o f  them were l i v i n g  w i t h  t he i r  mothers  who were 
d i v o r c e d .  Only one g i r l  was l i v i n g  wi th  a  guard ian  due t o  
t h e  d e a t h  of b o t h  h e r  p a r e n t s .  Four g i r l s  were r e p o r t e d  
a s  m a r r i e d  and t h e r e f o r e  no l o n g e r  l i v i n g  a t  home. 
I n  comparing t h e  s t u d y  a t  Val ley  High School wi th  
t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  found t h e  
V a l l e y  High Schoo l  d r o p o u t s  t o  have a  h igher  I n t e l l i g e n c e  
1 
Q u o t i e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  B r i d e n s t i n e f  s study.  The I n t e l l i -  
g e n c e  q u o t i e n t s  of t h e  Va l l ey  High School  d ropou t s  corre-  
l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  ga the red  i n  a  s tudy  done by  t h e  
TJnited S t a t e s  Department o f  Labor i n  1960 i n  which t h e y  
found the  m a j o r i t y  of d r o p o u t s  f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  range o f  
n i n e t y  t o  110. 2 
 r rid ens tine, --  l o c .  c i t .  
'un i ted  S t a t e s  Department of Labor,  - l o c .  G. 
36 
A marked s i m i l a r i t y  was found .between t h e  research- 
e r t s  study and t h a t  of Cook i n  t h e  reasons given f o r  leaving 
s c h o o l  by dropouts .  Dislike o f  school, going t o  work, and 
t h e  s e r v i c e  were t h e  main reasons given by those dropping 
1 in b o t h  s t u d i e s .  These reasons f o r  leaving were very s i m -  
ilar t o  t h o s e  i n  S c h u l t z ' s  study of dropouts i n  Cook County, 
I l l i n o i s .  2 
I t  was found i n  all s t u d i e s  reviewed a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
r e s e a r c h e r ' s  s tudy  t h a t  t h e  percentage of boys dropping out  
of s c h o o l  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  of g i r l s .  The percentage of 
d r o p o u t s  a t  Val ley  High School was found t o  be l e s s  than 
any s t u d y  i n  t h e  review of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  
I I .  CONCLUSIONS 
Based on t h e  informat ion gathered i n  this study, it 
is the  conc lus ion  of t h e  researcher  t h a t  dropouts a t  Valley 
Iligh School are a ~ rob le rn .  Over t h e  th ree  years  covered by 
t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  r e sea rche r  found t h a t  of t h e  2,244 s tuden t s  
b c c i n n i n ~  schoo l  from 1962 through 1965, 2.8 per cent became 
dropouts .  
The r e s e a r c h e r  would a l s o  l i k e  t o  po in t  out t h a t  h i s  
Study only  inc luded  s t u d e n t s  i n  grades ten ,  e leven,  and 
37 
twe lve -  Should a study have been done which rever ted  back 
t o  t h e  number beg inn ing  school  i n  t h e  upper elementary 
g r a d e s  and fo l lowing  each of  t hese  c l a s s e s  through gradua- 
t i o n  t h e  pe rcen tage  might have been considerably  higher. 
I t  should  b e  noted t h a t  a s  long a s  dropouts occur 
a t  V a l l e y  High School,  a bona f i d e  e f f o r t  needs t o  be  made 
by a l l  s t a f f  members t o  i n c r e a s e  t he  holding power of  t h e  
s choo l  i f  t h e  g o a l  of educa t ing  a l l  s t uden t s  t o  t h e i r  maxi- 
mum p o t e n t i a l  i s  t o  b e  r ea l i zed .  
I n  t h i s  day and age when educat ion i s  t h e  key, it 
behooves t h o s e  i n  a l l  respons ib le  p o s i t i o n s  o f  educat ion 
as w e l l  as  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  i n  every community t o  keep 
s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  s choo l s  from becoming a dropout s t a t i s t i c -  
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Am BOOKS 
~ i o l l i n g s h e a d ,  August B. 
"Leaving Scho01,~l Elmtown' s youth. New York: John Wiley and Sons Inc ,  , 1943, -
L i c h t e r ,  Solomon O m ,  and others .  The Drop-Outs. New Yo&: 
1The Macmillan Company, 1962.  
s c h r e i b e r ,  Dan ia l .  The School Dro out N a t i o n d  Education 
~ s s o c i  a t  ion .  W a ~ n ~ D h ~ 6 4 ,  
~ c h r e i b e r ,  Danial, and Kaplan, Bernaard A. Guidance and 
- t h e  S c h o o l  Dropout. Washington, D. C., 1964. 
-
B. PUBLICATIONS AND THE GOVERNMENT, LEARNED 
SOCIETI ES , AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
B i e n s t o c k ,  H e r b e r t ,  Realia t ies  of  t h e  Job Market f o r  the  
-Hieh S c h o o l  D ~ O D O U ~ .  ~ n i t e r ~ m e s  De~artment  o a b o r -  
- - 
- *  
~ u ; i a m a m t i s t i c s ,  May, 1963. 
Bowman, P a u l  H. and C h a r l e s  V. Natthews. Motivations of 
Youth f o r  Leaving School. United S t a t e s  Office o f  
Etx, p r o  jecthTumber 200, Government P r i n t i n g  
O f f i c e ,  September,  1960. 
Bureau o f  Labor S t a t i s t i c s .  School and 
Youth, Uni ted  S t a t e s  ~ e p a r t m e n t o f  
!rlashington, D m  C. Government P r i n t i n g  o f f i c e ,  
August ,  1960. 
High-school  Dropouts.  Nat ional  Education Associat ion Re- 
s e a r c h ~ i v i s i o n .  Washington, D. C.: National Education 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1959, 
Iowa Department of P u b l i c  Ins t ruc t ion .    drop outs,^^ Iowa 
P u b l i c  Schools .  Des Moines, S t a t e  of Iowa, June, 1964. 
P e n t y ,  Ruth C. "Reading A b i l i t y  and High School Drop-Outse" 
F d u c a t i o n  D i g e s t ,  February, 1960. 
P o l k  County Board of Education. l lProposal f o r  a Dernonstra- 
t i o n  P r o j e c t  t o  Reduce t h e  Incidence of School Dropouts 
i n  P o l k  County," MS floines, S t a t e  of Iowa, 1965. 
Van Dyke, L. A. and B. Hoyt. The Drop-Out P r o b l m  i n  
-Iowa Schools .  Iowa S t a t e  Department o n u b l i c  In- - 
-
s t r u c t i o n ,  1958. 
C. PERIODICALS 
Ba in ,  George B. "The Menacing School Dropout P r ~ b l e r n , ~ ~  
B a l t i m o r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  Commerce, (May, 1963). 2. 
- 
C a s s e l ,  R u s s e l l  N o  and Coleman, Jack. ItA C r i t i c a l  Exami- 
n a t i o n  o f  the School  Dropout, Reluctant  Learner, and 
Abler Non-College Student  Problem,'? The Bul le t  i n  of 
-t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of Secondar School ~ r i n z -  
s s ,  XXXXVI (November, l x 2 r Y  
Cook, ,Edward S. "Analys is  of Factors  Related t o  Withdrawal 
from High School  P r i o r  t o  Graduation,'? 
c a t  i o n a l  Research ,  L (November, 1956), 
t l I n t e n s i v e  Guidance Given P o t e n t i a l  High School Drop-outs," 
The P e r s o n n e l  and Guidance Journal ,  XXXV (May, 1957), 
33. -
L i v i n g s t o n ,  Hugh A. tiHigh-School Graduates and Dropouts-- 
A - N ~ W  Look-at a p e r s i s t e n t  Problem,ll School Review, 
(Summer, 1958),  195-203. 
Neisser, E d i t h  G. School F a i l u r e s  and Dropouts, Publ ic  
A f f a i r s  ~amphle-ber 346, 2 7  
Vogel , A n i t  a. ??How t o  Check Drop-out s,It School Management, 
(November, 1961),  79. 
\+'ills, Claud C., Jr. lfProgram t o  Decrease t h e  Number of 
E a r l y  Schoo l  Leavers ,"  - The B u l l e t i n  of National Associa- 
t i o n  o f  Secondar School ~ r ~ n c i ~ d s , - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ p t e m b e r ,  
r n ) , 9 3 -  + 
' Jo l fbe in ,  Seymour L. "Trans i t ion  from School t o  Work: A 
Study  of  t h e  School  Leaver , I t  Personnel - and Guidance 
J o u r n a l ,  (October ,  1959>,  98-105. 
D m  UNPUBLI SHED MATERIALS 
B r i d e n s t i n e ,  Eugene A. "A s tudy of the Newton High School 
Dropouts  For t h e  Years 1961-62 and 1962-63.'' Unpublished 
h!asterv s F i e l d  Report ,  Drake Universi ty,  Des hloines, 1964. 
S c h u l t z ,  M. W. "High School Dropout Study." Township High 
School  D i s t r i c t  207, Cook County, I l l i n o i s ,  1966. 
S e n i o r  High School  Drop-out Report June 1966, Department 
of Guidance and Counseling,  Des hloines P u b l i c  Schools, 
(Mimeographed) 
